AMENDMENTS TO THE ABSTRACT 


Please replace the abstract of the disclosure with the following new abstract with the 
changes shown: 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An apparatus and method are provided for gathering Rat flat articles (5) afe 
gath e r e d into stacks (9) by conveying stacks in production successively along a 
gathering route (1) past feed stations and by add i ng on e art i cle to e ach stack in 
e v e ry f ee d stat i on . The stacks (9) in product i on are conveyed on stack supports (2) 
with supporting surfaces (7). The supp l y dir e ct i on of th o artic le s has a componont 
paral lel to th e stack conv e yanc e d i r e ct i on and th e support i ng surfac e s (7) ar o 
advantageously arrang e d not i n para l l e l to th e gath e ring route (1). The art i c le s (5), 
e ach r e spectiv el y gr i pp e d by a ho l d i ng ole m e nt (4) on on e of th ei r e dg e s (5.1), ar o 
conv e y e d a l ong a supp l y rout o (3) to th o f ee d stat i on. Th o supp l y rout e (3) Leading 
edges (5.1) of the articles (5) to be added to the stacks are held by holding elements 
(4) that move in a supply route (3) that traverses the gathering route (1 ) at the feed 
stat i on stations . Th e art i c l es (5) aro Each article (5) is inserted between successive 
stacks (9) or stack supports (2) , with the leading edge (5.1) being inserted first and 
ar e h el d gr i pp e d from abov e w i th th e ir l e ad i ng edgos (5.1). The gr i pp e d e dg e i s 
r e l e as e d from b ei ng h el d by d e activat i on of th e ho l d i ng ele m e nt (4), wh e n i t has 
r e ach e d th e l ow e r zon e of th e stack supports (2) . The r ele as e d inserted article is 
released from its associated holding element (4) and then positioned on the 
upstream or downstream stack (9) or stack support (2) by the force of gravity and/or 
by its own inertia, and the holding element (4) is conveyed onwards in a downward 
direction. 


